
Russian Area Studies Concentration (RASCON) 

Director: Mark Schrad, Ph.D. 
Office Location: 256 Saint Augustine Center 
[Website] 

About 

The Concentration in Russian Area Studies promotes the study of the Russian language, and the 
cultures, societies, politics, and histories of the former Soviet space, which include but are not limited to 
Russia. With a rigorous and intellectually challenging program, students in the Russian Area Studies 
Concentration will become proficient in the language by taking at least two semesters of Russian 
language at the intermediate level and will gain well-rounded knowledge of the culture by taking four 
electives chosen from designated courses in History, Literature, Political Science, Economics, Theology 
and Religious Studies, and Art and Art History. 

Program: Russian Studies 
Type: Concentration 

CONCENTRATION: Russian Area Studies Concentration 
(18 credits) 

The Russian Area Studies Concentration is open to all students enrolled in the University. The purpose 
of the concentration is to provide students with a multi-disciplinary comprehension of Russia through 
the study of this complex country’s language, culture, literature, history, politics, religions and art. 

Program Notes: 

• Courses that fulfill minor requirements may be used to fulfill other requirements (i.e., primary major, 
core curriculum, minors, concentrations, or free electives). 

• Other appropriate special topics courses may count towards electives as approved by the director. 

Course Title Credits 
RUS 1123 Intermediate Russian I 3 

RUS 1124 Intermediate Russian II 3 

  Russian Studies Electives 12 

Category Descriptions 

Russian Studies Electives 

Credits: 12 

Russian Area Studies Electives – Select 4 Classes in HIS 3241, 3242, PSC 3320, RUS 1131, 1132, 3412, 
4110, 4120, 4130, SAR 4007, THL 5200, Or any three-credit course with the RAS attribute (12 cr) 

1 Villanova University Undergraduate Catalog

https://www1.villanova.edu/content/university/liberal-arts-sciences/programs/global/critical-language-minors/russian.html
https://live-villanova-catalog.cleancatalog.io/russian-studies
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